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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 12/12/05, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-33 under 102 and 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of TPI and Gerow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-13, 16-23, 25, 28-32, 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Trade Products, Inc (TPI) in view of Such. 

The TPI discloses a pull-tab game ticket. The game ticket comprises a . 
substrate. The front side of the substrate comprises a game play area having five rows 
of concealed symbols, each row of symbols is concealed by a pull tab, removable 
opaque covering. The top most row of symbols (horizontal line), the left most column of 
symbols (vertical line) and EZ PayCode "$22" is a first indicia visually indicating whether 
the game ticket is a winning ticket. A second indicia, comprises a first player key, Win- 
Code number "341240", also concealed by removable opaque covering, indicates 
whether the game ticket is a winning ticket. The second indicia also includes a 
customer key area located on a separate "Check Ticket". The customer key area 



Application/Control Number: 10/770,892 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3711 

comprises, second player key, a list of "Win-Code" numbers on front of the "Check 
Ticket". The TPI pull-tab ticket is determined as a winning ticket if the first player key 
'Win-Code" number "341240" on the pull-tab ticket, matches the second player key 
"Win-Code" number "341 240" on the "Check Ticket". 

The patent to Such teaches that it known to print various advertising indicia, Figs. 
6 and 9 on the substrate of pull-tab tickets. In view of such teaching, it would have been 
obvious to print the TPI advertising list of winning "Win-Code" numbers on the front of 
the TPI pull-tab ticket. This modification would have saved on the manufacturing cost of 
printing the TPI list of winning "Win-Code" numbers on a separate "Check Ticket". 

4. Claims 7, 24, 26, 27, 33 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over TPI in view of Such as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view 
of Gerow. 

The patent to Gerow teaches that is well known in the pull-tab ticket art to use 
scratch-off layer to conceal symbols in the player area, Fig. 2. Gerow also teaches that 
is it well known in the pull-tab ticket art to use non-numeric and non-alphabetic symbols, 
bar code 22', as a computer readable medium having stored thereon instructions 
adapted to be executed by a processor for the validation of a game ticket, see Fig. 7, 
and see computer system 120, Fig. 6. In view of such teaching, it would have been 
obvious to modify TPI's pull-tab tickets by substituting for the pull-tabs thereof, a 
scratch-off layer as taught by Gerow, col. 3, lines 35-38. This modification would have 
provided more security and less fraud to TPPs game tickets, since scratch-off layers 
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provide a clear indication that a ticket has been used, while pull-tabs can be re-sealed. 
Furthermore, it would have been obvious to incorporate bar codes to the TPI tickets in 
order to more accurately validate TPI's game tickets. 

5. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over TPI in view of Such as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Koza. 

The patent to Koza et al. teaches that it is well known to manufacture a plurality 
of instant-win lottery tickets in a book for distribution. In view of such teaching, it would 
have been obvious to manufacture a plurality of TPI game tickets in a book in order for 
convenient distribution. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin H. Layno whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-4424. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 1st Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eugene Kim can be reached on (571)272-4463. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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